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Inside this issue: 
 

 
As usual at this time of year I’m asking for details of your honey crop, 
but first let me apologise for being later than usual with this request. 
 
I have been carrying out a yearly survey since 2004 and the informa-
tion gives an interesting guide to how previous seasons have gone 
with regard to honey crop.  I’m expecting this year’s results to be par-
ticularly interesting due to the poor weather during the summer, so 
please, I would appreciate a return even if you didn’t collect any honey 
as this will show just how bad it has been.  Please feel free to add 
notes either in your email or on the form, 
which could include comments such as:  I 
collected a nuc this season so wouldn’t ex-
pect a honey crop (new Beekeeper); I would 
normally expect a honey crop of about 
xxxlbs; any other info that may be of interest 
that would affect the honey crop 
 
This information is also important to inform Defra about the total 
honey crop and helps to justify decisions regarding funding for bee-
keeping from government.  No personal details will be given to Defra 
with this information.  Thanking you in advance. 
 

Alan Byham, SE Regional Bee Inspector 
 
Alan’s survey form appears at the end of this newsletter.  If you would 
prefer a copy in ‘Word’ just let me know - Ed 
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Do You Have Bees Looking For A Good Home? 

 
This month sees the 81st National Honey Show at St George’s College, Wey-
bridge.  Between 25th and 27th October this annual event promotes the high-
est quality honey and wax products with international classes, a beekeeping 
lecture convention and workshops. 
For full details visit the Show’s website at www.honeyshow.co.uk/  
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London Honey Show - Lancaster London 

National Honey Show 

Following the success of the first London Honey Show last year the Lan-
caster London is organising and hosting the second annual event on 
Monday, 8th October from 6pm. 
 
The focal point of the evening will be the awards ceremony for a range 
of categories and the awards will culminate with the announcement of 
the ‘London Beekeeper of the Year 2012’.  Competitors are able to enter via www.londonbees.com/
london-honey-show. 
 
This year the event will be moved to the refurbished Westbourne Suite.  Exhibitors will include food & 
drink; arts & crafts; beekeeping equipment; beauty products; hives & garden decorations.  BeeCraft will 
be demonstrating beekeeping skills and there will be guest speakers. 
 
Entry is just £1 and proceeds will be donated to Bees Action Network. 
 

A further site has been offered by a landowner keen to have honeybees on their property.  So if you are 
looking for a ‘des res’ in Shere please contact me in the first instance -  
grahammt@tiscali.co.uk or 01403 752493  
Graham 

Freeman & Harding - Special Offer for the Honey Show 

Freeman & Harding, manufacturers of a range of honey jars are offering special prices on their products 
for collection only at the Show.  By creating an account on their website using your BBKA Membership 
number and expiry date you will also receive a 10% discount. 
Visit www.freemanharding.co.uk for further details. 
 
Please note WSBKA does not endorse F & H products and this offer is passed on for information only - Ed. 



Around the Divisions 
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All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you 
plan to attend. 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 16th October - ‘Processing and working with wax and candle making’ - Christine Ste-
vens, Chichester Division.  Further details from: secretary @ chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or the Divi-
sion’s website: www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Saturday 13th October - Apiary meetings at Dounhurst Farm, Wisborough Green.  All abilities at 
12:00.  Details from John Glover: glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com or website: www.wgbka.org.uk 

 

Worthing Division 

Thursday 11th October - Varroa treatment and preparing bees for winter.  Details from Phil 
Carter: philange5180@btinternet.com or website: www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  

 

County Events  

Tuesday 2nd October - Keith Delaplane Lecture, Leconfield 
Hall, Petworth at 7:30pm (see lead article in the September 
County News). 
 

.........and Dates for your 2013 Diary 

Saturday 23rd February - Annual Convention,  Lodge Hill, Watersfield, Pulborough.  Further de-
tails from Christine Stevens, Tel: 01243 533559  or email: wsbkaconvention@gmail.com  
 
Saturday 27th April - Annual Bee Market & Auction, Brinsbury Campus, Pulborough.  Further de-
tails from Graham Elliott, Tel: 01403 752493 or email:  grahammt@tiscali.co.uk  

Full details of the Convention & Bee Market will be available on the West Sussex BKA website later in 
the year. 

‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 

Hampshire BKA Autumn Convention 

 
Hampshire Beekeepers’ Association is holding its Autumn Convention on Saturday 
10th November.  This year we are privileged to have three speakers eminent in their 
respective fields to speak on subjects in the forefront of the news - Dr.Gia Aradottir 
on modern  GM research, Dr. Henk Tennekes on the effect of Neonicotinoids on our 
bees and Dr. Richard Petiffer on climate change and beekeeping. 
 



More from Moore - Preparing for Winter 

Chairman, Tom Moore, shares his thoughts from his apiary in West Sussex. 

Summer is well and truly over, and here we are trying to get the bees into a fit state to go 
into winter.  How quickly the year has flown by.  Mind you, according to Ivor Davis we should 
begin our winter preparation in March, so maybe the whole year has been given over to it! 
 
I wrote at this time last year about feeding, and our use of Vitafeed Green in the syrup.  We 

are using this for the sixth year, though for comparison this time we are treating four hives, of somewhat 
varying strength and in different locations, with a new additive called Hive Alive.  This has been supplied 
to a few West Sussex members as a promotion by the manufacturer.  I think it will be difficult to deduce 
anything specific whether we have losses or not, but we took the view that as we have quite a lot of hives 
we should contribute to the occasional trial or experiment from which all beekeepers may gain something 
eventually. 
 
Having lost no hives at all in the last five winters (and we overwintered on average 20 hives in each of the 
last 3 years) I am very concerned that the coming winter is the one where we will suffer severe losses, 
making the average, well, average!  There seems to have been a very rapid drop in the number of bees in 
many hives in the last few weeks, and this has left them weak.  We will be uniting the smallest over the 
coming month, but I am concerned that virus levels in particular may be very high due to so much con-
finement through the summer, and this may be causing the bee losses.  We also plan to test for Nosema, 
which previously we have only done in March.  I don’t think I have ever felt so nervous about the winter 
ahead. 
 
Talking of winter, this is the time of year to do some extra learning.  Roger Patterson will be running his 
excellent days for different ability levels through the winter (you should have had details through each 
West Sussex Division), and there are a number of other courses and methods of learning.  In particular, 
for those with several years’ experience, you might find some of the intensive 2-day courses ruin by the 
NDB of interest.  Have a look at their website at www.national-diploma-bees.org.uk for more details.  
Most of the courses currently scheduled are being held in Devon – maybe an excuse for a well-earned 
short break away? 
 
No picture from me this month.  I did think of taking one of the 400 kilos of sugar sitting in our dining 
room……. But then, you’re all feeding bees I expect, and know what sugar looks like.  Now it’s back to stir-
ring syrup for me.  
 

Tom 
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We are also fortunate to have a number of respected Hampshire beekeepers holding practical 
‘workshops’.  Regional Bee Inspector Nigel Semmence, HBA President John Cossburn, HBA Education Sec-
retary Simon Cavill, and Mead-making expert Melvin Asplet. 

A full day ticket which includes lectures, workshops, morning coffee, lunch and afternoon tea is a bargain 
at £15.  Full details are available from the Association’s website: www.hampshirebeekeepers.org.uk/
news/1-latest-news/107-hampshire-beekeepers-association-convention-2012  
Tickets can be obtained from Convention Co-ordinator Jan Roper jan.roper@rya-online.net 

Pippa Barker  
Hon Secretary HBA 



We’re on the web: 
www.bbka.org.uk/local/westsussex 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters (I fear my plea is falling on deaf ears!) please send articles and 
photographs to: 

Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 
grahammt@tiscali.co.uk 

M EM B E R S '  C O U N TY  N E WS L E T T ER  

For those of you with a Smartphone scan our website’s QR Code 
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Win a Poly National Hive - Clarification on last month’s article 

And Finally.............. 

We carried the following in last month’s County News:-  Beekeepin-
gonline has teamed up with Paynes Southdown Bee Farms to offer  Asso-
ciation members the chance to win 1 of 2 Poly 14x12 (Jumbo) National 
Hives with frames. 
 
So if you have a facebook account visit:-www.beekeepingonline.co.uk and 
click on the WIN Advertisement. 
 
The description of the prize has been clarified for us by Roger Patterson:  To avoid any confusion this is 
not a Jumbo hive but a BS deep, now commonly called "14x12".  A Jumbo hive is a bit of an oddball, but it 
only relates to the brood box and can probably best be described as a Langstroth that is Dadant depth us-
ing Dadant frames on Langstroth spacing.  I know this is probably a bit complicated, but if you have Jumbo 
hives this will not be compatible.       Thanks, Roger - Ed. 

Interested in studying for the General Husbandry Certificate? 

Tom and I are offering to set up a General Husbandry Study Group this winter for any 
members considering sitting the Certificate examination next year.  West Sussex BKA 
will subsidise the costs of the study and examination.  Please contact me if you are in-
terested - petworthgordon@btopenworld.com or 01798343470. 
 

Gordon Allan 



HONEY STATISTICS  &  AVERAGE PRICES. 
 

South Eastern Region 
Honey Information – England and Wales 2012 
 
Beekeeper Name:  ……………. 
 
Address:   ……………. 
    ……………. 
    ……………. 
 

AVERAGE PRICES           Price (£) lb 
        notes 
Flower Direct Sales   ………. (honey sold direct to the consumer) 
 
Flower Wholesale   ………. (honey bottled and sold at wholesale price to a retailer) 
 
Bulk Flower Honey   ………. (honey sold in bulk containers, 30lb tubs etc.)  
 
Heather Honey Direct Sales  ………. (honey sold direct to the consumer) 
 
Heather Wholesale   ………. (honey bottled and sold at wholesale price to a retailer) 
 
Bulk Heather Honey   ………. (honey sold in bulk containers, 30lb tubs etc.) 
 
Cut Comb    ………. (sold direct to the consumer) 
 
Total Honey crop, in lbs  ………. (total honey crop for year) 
 
Weight of ‘run honey’   ………. (in bottles or bulk containers, not heather honey.) 
 
Weight of heather honey  ………. (total weight of heather crop) 
 
Weight of Cut comb   ……….  
 
Number of Colonies   ………. (total number of colonies owned on 31/08/12)  
 
Number of ‘Producing colonies’ ………. (total number of colonies that produced honey in 2012) 
 

NOTES 
 
 
 
Return, preferably by email to: alan.byham@fera.gsi.gov.uk 
 
Or by post to: 
Alan Byham, SE Regional Bee Inspector 
National Bee Unit 
Room 02GA02 
Sand Hutton 
York 
YO41 1LZ 


